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EXTREMES

longest baleen (~16 ft) 
thickest blubber (skin) (35 inches)

longest lived (ca 150 yr) 
very low body temperature (ca 92 F)

latest age at sexual maturity (ca 20 yr) 
best tasting



= heavy ice
= active whaling

Spring time

= ice extent
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Traditional Knowledge of the Bowhead 
Whale (Balaena mysticetus) around Saint 

Lawrence Island, Alaska
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TEK surveys indicated: 

• 2 migratory routes near SLI recognized
• Changes in abundance and distribution over 
time (increasing population, fall sightings)
• Most whales migrate west of SLI in spring 
and fall
• Identified feeding area east of Savoonga
• Increasing numbers of “ingutuks” or sub- 
adults
• Identified “staging area” north of SLI
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Staging Area North of Gambell
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Angyaq

The Native people of Savoonga forever 
relies on marine mammals for food and 
other domestic needs and will continue 
this tradition
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The survival of the people depends upon 
community cooperation and sharing the 
harvest of marine mammals



Hauling up a bowhead whale 
using a block and tackle.

Photo by Gay Sheffield

Photo by Craig George



THREATS TO MARINE 
MAMMALS

• Fishing / Shipping / Tour ship Industry

• Ship Strikes 

• Entanglements

• Resource  Development

• Oil Spills

• Killer Whale predation 

• Disease



The Tribe has regulated the taking of marine 
mammals in a respectful & non-wasteful manner 
(Consistent with MMPA & Constitution & By- 
laws of the Native Village of Savoonga 1934)
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