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Traditional Knowledge of the Bowhead
Whale (Balaena mysticetus) around Saint
Lawrence Island, Alaska

George Noongwook?, Henry P. Huntington?, and John C. George?

1. Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and Native Village of Savoonga, P.O.
Box 81 Savoonga, AK 99769, USA

2. 23834 The Clearing Dr., Eagle River, AK 99577, USA
3. North Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management, P.O. Box 69,




~
n
~
.
5
L
v
N
)
<







TEK surveys indicated.:

e 2 migratory routes near SLI recognized

« Changes in abundance and distribution over
time (increasing population, fall sightings)
 Most whales migrate west of SLI in spring
and fall

 Identified feeding area east of Savoonga

e Increasing numbers of “ingutuks” or sub-
adults
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Mechanism Connecting Change to

Impact

Ecological Impact/
Change Response

e.g. climate e.g. economic/social

system, personal
choice, culture

Mediator

e.g. politics,
regulation, inertia
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a&v@‘e‘ople of Savoonga foreve e
relies on marine mammals for food and ‘j‘éa—_--,. ==
other domestic needs and will continue
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The survival\ of the people depends upon
community cooperation and sharing the
harvest of marine mammals




Hauling up a bowhead whale
using a block and tackle.

Photo by Gay Sheffield



THREATS TO MARINE

MAMMALS

 Fishing / Shipping / Tour ship Industry

» Ship Strikes — 7 A

* Entanglements

e Resource Developmet
Ol Spills
o Killer Whale

redation
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(ConS|stent with I\/II\/IPA & Constitution & By-
laws of the Native Village of Savoonga 1934)



| tukaghsiiq (rope holding harpoon head)
2. aghsl (rope between shank and shaft)

3. qaluuku (dangling end of the aghsi)

4. aghvequtaq (blade)

5.ighlleghun (harpoon head)

6. kuukeq / tungik (shank)

7. ayak (shaft)
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. taalek (float #1)

. akula (float #2)

. kingwaaq (float #3)

. tapghaghrak (rope)

. awatiitek (twin-looped anchor thong)
. tukaghtek (rope to harpoon head)
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. Bowhead locations and MODIS seaice |mage fur 27 Nlarch 2009. For more information, visit:  Fus
http iwww wildlife alaska. gn'-.-'nndex cfm?adfg=marinemammals.bowhead =
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« AEWC Staff, Captains and Crews
« Barrow Whaling Captains Association
« Savoonga Whaling Captains Association

 North Slope Borough, Mayor; Wildlife Department,
Craig George, Cheryl Rosa, Robert Suydam, et.al.

« Mayor’s Office, North Slope Borough

« Zeh, University of Washington

 Givens, Colorado State University

« NOAA/NMFS

e ADF&G, Lori Quakenbush, Gay Sheffield, et.al.
 University of Alaska
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