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Biological Goals 

• Preserve the abundance and diversity 

of native plant and animal species within 

the Bank. 

• Protect the Bank from the effects of 

adjacent land uses that may adversely 

impact the Bank.  

• Repair or restore any adverse condition 

within the Bank that may affect or 

potentially affect the Bank. 

 



Conservation is a Long-term Commitment 

• The land does not 

take care of itself 

• Bad things 

happen 

• You can’t choose 

your neighbors 

• Land 

Management 

involves risk 

• You need a Plan! 

 

 



The Management Plan 

Source document: California Long-Term Management Plan Template 

Meridian Ranch Mitigation Bank 

Operations And Management Plan 



How does one calculate the base amount of 

funding necessary for perpetual site maintenance? 
 

1. Review CE and Management Plan for actionable 

tasks 

2. Correlate rates to specific tasks/materials 

3. Determine re-occurence interval for actions/items 

4. Apply investment rate to calculate total funding for 

each task/item 

Determining Management Costs 



Management Actions: Example 

• 5.3.2 Thatch Management 

Three current methods : 

– 5.3.2.1 Grazing 

– 5.3.2.2 Mowing 

– 5.3.2.3 Controlled Burns 

 



Range of Activities 
• Relatively simple:    

Meridian Ranch – 

vernal pool landscape. 

Uses grazing as a key 

management tool. 

 
• Relatively complicated: 

Cosumnes – floodplain 

restoration. Requires 

annual mowing to 

remove herbaceous 

cover to allow natural 

riparian recruitment. 



Determining Management Costs 
Defining Tasks and Frequency 

 



Assigning Costs to Tasks 
• Recommendation: do you own research 

• Sources: 

– Consultants 

– Contractors 

– Local cooperative extension office 

– County agriculture production reports 

– Natural Resources Conservation Service 

• Grant program reports 

• Example: Env. Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 

Cost-Share Figures 

– Local Farmers/Ranchers 



 Converting Tasks to 

Dollar Costs 



PAR Software -Tasking 



PAR Software - Worksheets 
  



Ongoing Habitat Management: 

Beaver Control 



Intensive 

Management: 

Prescribed 

Burning 

Pensacola Bay Mitigation Bank 



Unanticipated 

Maintenance: 

Vandalism 



      

 Grazing inherent part of management. 

But… 

 No developed water source on the site 

 Cattle depended on deepest pools for water 

 Cattle couldn’t be used in dry season to 

help manage thatch 

Adaptive Management Example: 
Burke Ranch Conservation Bank Well & Trough 

 


