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Background: FDL Inquiry

* Baseline monitoring and assessment: only
significant impairment was mercury in fish
(also some WQ exceedences)

* Data across multiple media: air deposition,
sediments, fish tissue, water column

 Approached Region 5 to discuss a tribal
Impaired waters program...CWA provides for
that, but no guidance: critical gap
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Q. Which waters in Fond dv Lac have been tested?

Lake or River Spedies Tested

Joe Marfin Black crappie

Lost

Pat Marfin Black crappie

Perch Northern pike

Simian Northern pike

Sofie Bluegill

West Twin Walleye
Northern pike

St. Louis River Channel catfish
Northern pike
Smallmouth bass
Walleye

Notes:

m The guidelines in this brochure are
based on mercury and PCE levels
measured in fish from waters
throughout Minnesota, incleding
the reservation lakes listed at left
and the 5t. Louis River along the
resenvation border.

m To obtain specific advice for
Minnezota waters that have besn
tested by the state, plaase visit the
Minnesota Department of Health or
Depariment of Matural Resources
(DNR) Web sites listed on the back
of this brochure. You may also call
the Minnesota DNR and ask to be
mailed a DMR Lake Survey Beport.

Fish tested i
2015; updated ¢
guidelines

GLRI Human Biomo
Study; those who ate
caught fish had signifi
higher blood mercury

Bought or Caught

Think: species, size and source

How much mercory Is in fah depends 0n the

+ Spacies. Seme fish have mare meecury than others

becouse of what they est and how long they v, 4.
«

* Size. Smaller fish geaerally have less meeciry hee

Largee, cider Aish of the same species. Unike people,
fish do net pet rid of mercury.

* Source, fish from lakes ia northeastern Misnessts
gonerally have mare mercury than in scuthem sad
contral Minnesota. How cleas » lake looks is ot a

sipn of how safe the Nish are 10 eat.

Fish bought st & stere of restaurast also contaln
marcury. Farm«aised fish, sech as salmon, are low In
marcury bt can contain other contaminants that may
be found in Nish feed. The amount of contaminants is
small enowgh that farm-calsed salmon are still good
10 08t 2 times & wewk.

Cheosing sustainably sourced Ashis a personal
choice. Sestalnably sourced Mah are either Caught

of tarmad without harming other types of fish or
the envirosment.
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Cooking, cleaniag and contaminants

* You

outside: panel 3

FORMOREIINEAQRMATION
* You cannct semove marcury theooth cleaning, e e e el e e e

triswming fat or cocking. Mercury gets isto the Resh
of sk

by
trimmming shin and fat when you Clean and cook fish.

outside: back cover (MDH version)

outside: froet cover (MOM version)

Parmesan Saimon / 7
Try this eay, tasty Whmapﬂm ‘ /
{ BDISH UP SGHE

prepare
mmuuxwo-\um

2. ta-hm-ndm a0 sgread oved Nt
3 Baki 4t 450°F ¢ beodl 0n high for 308 15 minutes,
watilyou can sasity fake the ABet with a fork. Do not
oweecook s
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 Geillon fodl spraped with cosking ofl fo 10 1o
25 minates.
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Treaty fishing rights off-reservation;
Encouraging healthy lifeways on-rez



Minnesota Statewide Mercury TMDL

 Evaluated state, national, global emissions, sources

e Determined need to reduce statewide air emissions
93% over 1990 baseline

e Developed sector reduction goals, timelines

However, even if TMDL reductions are achieved,
hundreds of waterbodies will still be too high for
removing consumption advisories (primarily in NE
Minnesota)



FISH ADVISORY

FISH IN THIS SECTION
OF THE ST. LOUIS RIVER
ARE CONTAMINATED.

MN. DEPT. OF HEALTH
RECOMMENDS LIMITING
MEALS OF THESE FISH.
CALL MN. DEPT. OF
HEALTH FORgMORE INFO.

- 612-627-5047




. Louis River Cooperative TMLC
EPA Region 5, Fond du Lac Band of

Lake Superior Chippewa, Minnesota,
Wisconsin
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NTW(C Elevates to EPA HQ

National Tribal Water Council had been engaging with
EPA HQ on various approaches for increasing tribal
water quality capacity, with/without TAS requirement

Recommended that EPA develop guidance for tribes
who are interested in pursuing impaired water program
authority; ability to prioritize and initiate TMDLs

Relatively quick and uncomplicated rulemaking
process!

Fond du Lac is preparing TAS application; however, do
not anticipate crushing demand nationwide. Tribes are
all unique, with their own priorities and capacities.



Miigwech!




