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Canva Examples from Kristy Fortman, Watershed Protection Program Manager, Montana DEQ
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Antelope Creek

Location Description: Headwaters to junction with Cliff Lake

Impairments: Sediment, Flow Modification,
Alterations to Streamside Vegetation

Negatively Affects: Aquatic Life

Problem

The excess fine sediment loading at the upper DEQ -
monitared site (ATLP 04-02) is linked to riparian grazing in the
form of trampled streambanks and over-widened areas of the
stream from cattle crossings.

Solutions

Riparian area improvements in the form of grazing best
management practices could eventually result in reducing
sediment loading enough to meet the water quality standard.
The DEQ-monitored site on lower Antelope Creek (ATLP 10-
01) demonstrated stable streambanks and a recovering
riparian area due to a more recent fencing project and
hardened stream crossing that has reduced livestock access to
the stream.

Potential Restoration Project Locations

The project locations discussed in this section are directly
linked to riparian grazing management or other riparian zone
improvement BMPs that would subsequently result in
reduced bank erosion and improvements in the stream’s
ability to transport sediment and provide aguatic habitat
[channel form and function). Based on reviews of aerial
photography, riparian areas generally appear healthy along
the very upper reaches of Antelope Creek. Heavy grazing
throughout the middle and lower portions of Antelope Creek
is likely creating the same conditions seen at the
DEQ-monitored site ATLP 04-02 (unstable streambanks and
unhealthy riparian areas). Additionally, Antelope Creek runs
dry during the summer months below ATLP 04-02 and
projects to increase streamflow during hot summer months
would prove beneficial to aguatic life as well as the riparian
area far maintaining stable streambanks.
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DEQ State
TMDL
Advisory
Group
PowerPoint
Presentation

February 16th, 2021 | 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Join via Zoom to see the presentations:
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/96031183016
Join by phone: (406) 444-9999, Meeting ID: 960 3118 3016
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OFFICIAL STATE WEBSITE

DEQ resources and special information regarding the COVID-19 public health situation.
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Drinking Water

Water Quality Division

Access to clean water is essential to human health and to Montana's economy. We support and implement measures to conserve this valuable resource and ensure that clean lakes, streams, and rivers remain part of We b b a n n e r

Surface Water Maontana's natural heritage.

on website

Stormwater

Permits

Subdivisions

System Design and Construction

Operator Certification
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CONSERVE WATER

EVERY DROP IS

PRECIOUS.

Help #savewater, bearn.more_at

wwiw. reallygreatsite.com

DEQ Graphic

Access to clean water is essential to
human health and to Montana’s
economy. We support and implement
measures to conserve this valuable
resource and ensure clean lakes,

streams, and rivers remain part of
Montana’s natural heritage.

DEQ WATER QUALITY
DIVISION

DEQ Graphic
Inserted in to Story
Map/Dashboard

Astory Map @esri

Water Quality Division Dashboard

Our agency uses data and metrics to help gauge progress toward our
goals. We want to provide a sample of our work - a few key
measurements - that show how we're doing in environmental
protection and customer service.

DEQ Water Quality Division Website

Access to clean water is essential to
human health and to Montana’s
economy. We support and implement
measures to conserve this valuable
resource and ensure clean lakes,

streams, and rivers remain part of
Montana’s'natural heritage.

DEQ WATER QUALITY
DIVISION
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Tracking System
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