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Background - ADEQ 



Water In Arizona  



Citizen Science  



Arizona Water Watch 



Resources: Visually Friendly Field Forms 



Resources: Handbook 

 

Handbook Snippets: 

 Increase Visuals 

 Breakdown Form Details 

 Label Equipment 
– Calibration Details Step by Step 

 Updated Annually 
– Change Is Inevitable!  

 

 

 

 



Resources: SAP/QAP 



Resources: Training 

 Annual Training! 

 Volunteers prefer to 
learn where they are 
sampling 

 Do best with inside 
watch and learn.  
THEN outside 
practice 

 Probes are difficult 

 Notebooks provided 

 Cheat sheets help 

 



Resources: Audit checklist 

 Credible data is important!  

 Audits help verify proper 
sampling techniques are being 
used  

 Typically done within the first 
few months after training 

 Virtual field audit is an option 
too! 



Arizona Water Watch App  

 Released in November 2017 

 Uses Survey 123 platform 

 Built in-house 

 Takes ~ 3 minutes to complete 

– Yes/ No Questions 

– Photos 

– Comments 

 

 
Visit 
bit.ly/azwaterwatchapp 

 

Select Open in the Survey123 
field app and complete a test 
survey 



Multi-Level Volunteer Opportunities 



Volunteers and Credible Data 

 

Volunteer Needs: 

 Training 

– Handbook, micro-video lessons, etc.  

 Scientific Equipment and Supplies 

– Loaner Library 

 Study Design Assistance 

 

 

 

 



Sampling Purpose Breakdown 



Volunteer Recognition 



How Can Citizen Science Help You?  
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 Equation for success!  

 

 Think Outside the Box! 

 

 How can citizen science 
help you? 

 



Questions? 

Arizona Water Watch Website: 
http://www.azdeq.gov/programs/azww 

Meghan Smart 
Citizen Science Coordinator 

602-771-4506 

ms14@azdeq.gov 

Jade Dickens 
Watershed Protection Unit Manager 

602-771-4115 

jd11@azdeq.gov 


