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Actions
Actions are reports or plans completed with the goal of attaining or 
maintaining water quality.  

Common Actions include:
 TMDLs
 Protection Approaches
 Restoration Approaches
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Access Levels
State EPA
 Data Entry or Administrator for Actions
 State can edit the Draft status Action 

managed by State
 State submits the Action to EPA

 Administrator or Reviewer for Actions
 EPA can edit Draft, Submitted (aka 

“State Final Action”), or Modify Status
 EPA can return a state-submitted Action
 For TMDLs:  Once Final (“EPA Final 

Action”), only EPA Reviewer can edit an 
Action by putting it in “Modify” status
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Actions Screen
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Start the New Action
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Differences
TMDL

Non-TMDL Actions
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Non-TMDL – General Information 
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TMDL – General Information
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TMDL - Pollutants
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TMDL
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TMDL
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Non-TMDL – Associated Waters
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TMDL - Permits
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TMDL
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All Actions – Sources
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All Actions – Documents
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TMDL Action Summary
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Non-TMDL Action Summary
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Assessments Summary
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Parameters
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Associated Actions
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Assessments Summary
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Associated Actions
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Assessments Summary
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Associated Actions
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Assessments Summary
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Impaired Waters Information
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Assessments Summary
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User Interface vs. Batch Upload:
When to Use Each Option
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What You Want to Do Recommended Option

Add one new Action or edit a couple of 
things on an existing Action

Use the forms in the User Interface. The User Interface walks you 
through the data elements that are needed and gives you faster 
feedback as you make the edits

Add New Actions (lots of data for a 
single Action or for multiple new Actions)

Use the appropriate Batch Upload template (TMDL Action or Non-
TMDL Action). The Batch Upload Template works best when you are 
entering lots of similar data from scratch

Edit Existing Actions (generally if you 
need to edit more than a few things on an 
Existing Action or need to edit multiple 
Existing Actions at one time)

Filter the actions module for the Actions you want to edit. Export 
Filtered Actions. (It is best to filter for one specific type of Action at a 
time). Save a copy of the export files as a backup. Then edit the 
export files and re-upload those.

Do not copy and paste the existing data to the Batch Upload template 
because you may mis-copy data. Just use the Batch Upload Template 
as a reference for the required fields and the allowed domain values.



Important Notes
 The Export Actions functionality combines TMDLs and Non-TMDLs in the 

same files.  Some columns and files apply to TMDLs that do no apply to Non-
TMDL Actions. The export will also include Actions from all Statuses. 

 For State/Territory/Tribal Users: Actions Batch Upload can only be used to 
upload Actions in “Draft” Status.

 For EPA Users: Actions Batch Upload can be used to Upload Actions in “Draft”, 
“Submitted” (a.k.a., “State Final Action”), or “Modify” status. However, Batch 
Upload cannot be used to change the status of an Action.

 Assessment Unit IDs must already exist for the Organization before they can 
be used in an Actions Batch Upload Template.
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TMDL vs Non-TMDL Template

Tab or File Name TMDL Template Non-TMDL Template

Actions  
Pollutant 
Load Allocation 
Permit 
Parameter  
Source  
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TMDLs have different requirements from Non-TMDLs (4B, Alternative, Protection Approach Actions)
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Batch Upload:  Update
 Appends data to existing Action ID
 Does not delete entire rows of data within the Action
 Will overwrite corresponding data fields for previously populated data

 If an Optional field was previously populated in the file for that Action, then 
it needs to be included in the upload.  Otherwise, it will be overwritten with 
blanks.
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Existing Data Upload file Using UPDATE Results in ATTAINS

TMDL_01 has 1 Pollutant:  
• Fecal Coliform

TMDL_01 has 2 Pollutants:
• Total Suspended Solids (TSS)
• Escherichia Coli (E. Coli)

TMDL_01 ends up with 3 Pollutants
• Fecal Coliform
• Total Suspended Solids (TSS)
• Escherichia Coli (E. Coli)



Batch Upload:  Replace
 Deletes entire rows/tabs of data from existing Action ID for any Action ID 

in the files
 Replaces that data with ONLY the data in the upload files

 All required files and previously populated optional files must be uploaded 
simultaneously, or it will delete the data from ATTAINS for missing files
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Existing Data Upload file Using REPLACE Results in ATTAINS

TMDL_01 has 1 Pollutant:  
• Fecal Coliform

TMDL_01 has 2 Pollutants:
• Total Suspended Solids (TSS)
• Escherichia Coli (E. Coli)

TMDL_01 ends up with 2 Pollutants
• Total Suspended Solids (TSS)
• Escherichia Coli (E. Coli)
• (Fecal Coliform is deleted because it 

was not in upload file.)



Batch Upload:  Warnings vs. Errors

 Warnings
 Will allow you to proceed with upload
 Must be addressed before Action is Submitted or Finalized

 Errors
 Must be fixed before upload can continue
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TMDL Summary and Actions Summary Reports
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Additional Information
 ATTAINS User Interface (login to Production ATTAINS): https://attains.epa.gov/attains/login
 ATTAINS Public Website contains background  information: 

https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/attains
 The ATTAINS Upload Data page provides various resources and instruction documents for 

registered ATTAINS users: https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/upload-data-resources-registered-
attains-users

 Additional resources for the “Actions Module”:
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/upload-data-resources-registered-attains-users#actions-module

 Latest Batch Upload Templates:
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/upload-data-resources-registered-attains-users#batch-upload-
templates
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Questions
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Selena Medrano
medrano.selena@epa.gov

Wendy Reid
reid.wendy@epa.gov
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