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WATERSHED SCALE

PROTECTION IS ESSENTIAL
FOR HIGH-QUALITY
WATERS TO THRIVE

High-Quality
Waters:
Monitored
waterbodies
meeting specific

criteria are high-quality
waters. Three streams, 1
lake, and 11 wetlands in this
watershed are high-quality.

Healthiest

Least Healthiest

Healthy Watersheds: The watershed health protection priorities can be sorted at two Watershed Protection Priorities
scales: statewide (left) and major drainage basin (center). In this example, a particular

Rock River Basin watershed was not rated in the healthiest category at a statewide scale, The 30% healthiest watersheds in the state and in each major drainage basin are the
but is one of the healthiest watersheds within the basin. After healthy watersheds are

prioritized at multiple scales, the monitored high-quality waters within them are also geographic protection priorities for this statewide Plan.

targeted for protection planning. ‘I -




Sta}wide Goal

We've fine-tuned the strategy described in the original Healthy Watersheds, High-Quality Waters
Kick-Off. Partner feedback and consideration of how we'll evaluate progress through time have
resulted in a clearer strategic framework. The HWHQW Strategic Framework articulates a vision
of what we want to achieve.

Alongside ongoing restoration efforts, prioritize healthy watersheds and the high-
quality lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands within them for protection so those water resources
can continue to support healthy ecosystems, biodiversity and recreational use.

+ Use a science-based approach to identify statewide protection priorities.

« Empower partners to identify local priorities.

« Emphasize the protection and promotion of Wisconsin's healthy watersheds and high-
quality waters in a way that complements long-standing restoration work.

100% of priority healthy watersheds and high-quality waters remain so
through 2030.

1. Increase capacity to provide technical assistance

2. Leverage and adapt existing program tools to achieve results

3. Increase utilization of funding for protection

4. Increase external awareness of the HWHQW initiative and the places prioritized for
protection




For the healthiest watersheds, choose the right

waterSHed Protection Strategy:
Metrics

30(y Watersheds not identified as protection priorities
o (remaining 70%) may be a better fit for restoration-related
Healthiest Watersheds programs and funding.

Restoration and Protection Viewer

C
+ 9 Ecological Index x

Watershed Code: 040103020705
Watershed Name: Bad River-Frontal Lake Superior

1. Vigilance: When more than 75% of land is permanently
protected natural land cover

Ecological Health Score: 95 /100
Statewide Eco Health Rank: 21 /1,744

Statewide Priority: Y
HUC& Priority: Y

% Natural Land Cover: 95.58%

2. Protection: When more than 75% of land is in natural land
cover but not under permanent protection

Majority County: Ashland County-WiI

For More Information:
HWHOW Webpage

Add to Results | View Additional Detail

3. Enhancement: When less than 75% of land is in natural land cover



Watershed
Metrics

WATERSHED
PROTECTION
PRIORITY
DASHBOARDS:

Quantify high-quality
waters (empirical)
relative to the overall
HUC6 and healthiest
(30%) HUC12s.
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PROTECTION
ECOLOGICAL  PRIORITY  QUALITY QUALITY  QUALITY . . . .
HUCT2 NUMBER HUCT2 MAME HEALTH SCORE  SCORE RIVERS  WETLANDS 11  High-Quality Lakes in Top 30% Healthiest Watersheds
070900010207 Horicon Marsh 66.9 55.7 2 16  High-Quality Lakes in HUC6 Watershed
070900021002 Otter Creek 65.9 55.7 1 . . P .
Watersheds
070900021003 Lake Koshkanang-Rock R. 63.5 56.7 1 2 59% High Quolity Lakes are within the Healthiest
070900010501 Little Dconomowec R.-Oconamowoc R. 55.4 57.7 1 3 53 Hig-.-{]_ua“tyStreams in Top 30% Healthiest Watersheds
070300040501 Stary Creek >18 5.8 1 g5  High-Quality Streams in HUCG Watershed
070900021302 Camp Indian Trails-Rock R. 57.6 50.7 1
070900020305 Reme Pond-Bark R. 57.5 62.2 1 1jl 56% High-Quality Streams are within the Healthiest Watersheds
070900020302 Scuppernong Creek 57.1 59.4 1
070900020304 Duck Creek 55.6 56.3
070900020601 Waunakee Marsh-Sixmile Creek 54.7 48.9
070900020405 Koshkenong Creek 53.9 50.2
070900010105 Limestone Creek-East Branch Rock R. 52.9 49.6
070900020101 Mud Creek-Scuppernong Creek 52.7 53.2 11
070900030702 Middle Yellowstone R 52.7 50.2 2
070900010602 Druid Lake-Ashippun R. 52 50.7
070900020301 Headwaters Bark R. 51.9 56.8 1 2
070900020905 Yahara R 515 a9.0 1
070900020502 100 Mile Grove Cemetary 49.7 5.7 1
070900040404 Little Sugar R. 49.6 483 1
070900010604 Mud Creek-Rock . 48.9 49.3 1
070900040202 Headwaters Sugar R. 486 ar1 2 4
070900020202 Whitewater Lake-Whitewater Creek 485 499 2 &
070900030502 Blue Mounds Branch 4g.4 53.1 2
070900031501 Headwaters Raccoon Creek 484 53.2 1
070900021001 Fort Atkinson-Rock R 48.3 49.1 2 'l
070900040503 Gill Creek-Sugar R. 483 527 2
070900010301 Butler Creek 48 520
070900031003 Skinner Creek 48 a6.7 1
070900031502 East Fork Raccoon Creek 48 521 1
070900011004 Chub Lake-Crawfish R. 47.5 45.6 5
070900030101 East Pecatonica R. 473 a8
070900010303 Rubican R. 47.2 48.2
070900010603 Ashippun R. 46.9 478
070900010909 Beaver Dam R. 46.9 46.49
070900030601 Ridgeway Branch 46.9 46.9
070900010702 Headwaters North Branch Crawfish R. 46.7 52.5
070900040402 Ward Creek-Little Sugar R. 46.6 50.8 3
070900010502 Okauchee Lake-Oconomowor R. 46.3 50.2 1
070900030501 Pleasant Branch a6.2 527 3
070900030403 Gribhle Branch-Dodge Branch 45.8 ar.o 4 2
070900040705 OK Creek-Sugar R. 45.5 48.9 1 2z
070900011104 Deer Creek 45.4 52.5 Watershed Features
070300020303 Memahbin Lake-Bark R. a5.4 57.2 1
070900030402 Conley Lewis Creek 45 514 Ecological Health Score & ID #®  High Quality Wetlands
070900020402 Mud Creek 44.7 52.0 1 Healthiest = High Quality Waters
070900040203 Pacli-Sugar R. 447 510
OFIS00E10102 Ephiile Branch 44.4 15.8 The top 30% healthiest watersheds in the HUCG were selected to identify
070900020902 Lake Kegonsa-Yahara R. 43.8 45.9 1 2 i Pl p
(70900040101 ML Vernon Cresk o g 3 Il watershed protection priorities based on the ecological health score.
0900040702 Willow Creek 435 505 1 High quality _lakes an_d streams (based on waterbody id_en]:iﬁcatTun code -
070900010504 Oconamawac K. 434 475 1 WBIC), and high quality wetlands were then summed within each of the
070900040604 Sylvester Creek 43.4 44.6 1 watersheds.
070900030802 Brennan Creek-E Branch Pecatonica R. 43.3 45.1 1
070500021005 Saunders Creek 43.2 517 1 Watersheds are ranked and color-coded by ecological health score.
070900021301 Marsh Creek 427 510 1
070900030602 Williams Creek-E Branch Pecatonica R. 42.6 46.7




ACTION

2'] Evaluate Water Resources Monitoring Strategy

STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS
- verify if current monitoring efforts and parameters are adequately measuring water
resource health and adapt accordingly.
« Track and report watershed and waterbody health, including verifying HWHQW
manitoring results.
- Integrate volunteer monitoring like WAV and CLMN when able.

GENERAL READINESS: LEVERAGING PARTNERSHIPS:

NEXT 05 || == | fit | DNR
(3-5 YEARS) < | @ <
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CONNEGT WITH US

Pamela Toshner

Lake and Watershed Protection Specialist
pamela.toshner@wisconsin.gov

(715) 635-4073

Aaron Marti

Stream Biologist
aaronm.marti@wisconsin.gov
(715) 891-0160
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"WILD WISCONSIN:
OFF THE RECORD"
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