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What Is 
WQX?

WQX is a ‘standards’ based approach for sharing water 
quality monitoring data

WQX defines a common data model for communicating 
water quality data (sample data)

Designed to be automated

The structure of partner data systems don’t matter, so 
long as they can map to WQX

WQX also provides a standard format for publishing data



WQX Pathways

There are several ways 
to submit your data to 
WQX

In the end, you always 
send a ‘WQX’ XML file

How you get there is up 
to you





Study Design
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For external partners or even other programs 
in your agency:

The requirements and challenges of DM create 
barriers at each of these steps 





Data 
doesn’t just 
accidentally 

manage 
itself

Benefits:
• Data Quality / Elements established up-front
• Gets everyone on the same page
• Saves resources avoiding replication of efforts





Support for DM 
upfront is a win:win
for data producers 

and future users



There’s only so much 
you can do to manage 
external data when it 

reaches this step.
Re-Use of external data is a strong motivation for sharing



Did you know 
EPA offers 1-

on-1 assistance 
and contractor 

support?!




