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Why revise a perfectly good 
TMDL??

• Too old

• Too simple

• Mistake in original analysis

• New discharger

• New criteria

• Restoration needs

• New information



Process of re-evaluating a 
TMDL

• Gather new data 

• Re-evaluate model

• Re-derive TMDL loads/concentrations

• State level adoption

• EPA Approval



Possible outcomes

TMDL Revision 

analysis

Calculate 

updated TMDL

Confirm old 

TMDL

Determine old 

TMDL is no 

longer relevant

Modeling fails



Example #1: Winterhaven

Chain of Lakes



Example #1: Winterhaven

Chain of Lakes

• Old TMDLs for one nutrient

• Additional nutrient impairments for lakes with TMDL

• New lake impairments in the area



Example #2: Lake Jesup



Example #2: Lake Jesup

• Significant restoration underway through a Basin 

Management Action Plan

• Need for more detailed allocations

• Need to incorporate update landuse



Example #3: Estuary in 

Florida



Example #3: Estuary in 

Florida

• Significant restoration underway through a Basin 

Management Action Plan

• Need for more detailed allocations

• Need to add new impairments



Possible outcomes

Adopt new 

TMDL

Write TNN 

reconfirming old 

TMDL

TMDL remains in 

effect without 

confirmation

TMDL Revision 

analysis

Calculate 

updated TMDL

Confirm old 

TMDL

Determine old 

TMDL is no 

longer relevant

Modeling fails

Withdraw old 

TMDL




